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war with the tribes near the head of Georgian bay, and with
some further eastward. Now, the homes of the Mascoutins
were upon the Fox river, above Winnebago lake, their terri-
tory extending southeastwardly, as far, possibly, asthe site of
the present city of Chicago, if not beyond. A brief refer-
ence to certain individuals of this nation has been preserved
ante-dating the year 1634.

A knowledge of the Winnebagoes was early obtained — at
least before the year 1632. They were spoken of by the
Indians who gave the French an account of them, as the
“Winnipegou.” More was learned of this nation than of the
Mascoutins. They were known as a people who had origi-
nally migrated from the shore of a distant sea; and their
name had reference to this fact. The settlers upon the St.
Lawrence had, however, very erroneous ideas of the location
of these savages. Winnebago lake was supposed to be to
the northward of Lake Huron, and the Fox river flowed
southward into it; while the ‘Winnebagoes were known to
dwell not far from the last-mentioned lake. Lake Michigan
and Green bay had not as yet been heard of. Such was
the information that the French had gathered of the present
Wisconsin, before any part of it had been explored by
civilized man; extending, as we have seen, to two of its
lakes and one of its rivers; also to two of the savage tribes
having their homes and hunting-grounds, whole or in part,
within its present boundaries.
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